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Ministry of the Environment FY2020 Research Work on Fashion and Environment: Research Results of “Fashion and Environment”




Flow of clothing materials: summary

* In Japan, the amount of additional clothing supply totaled 819,000 tons (2020), 799,000 tons
of which was imported.

* Clothing discarded by businesses totaled 14,000 tons.

« Total discarded amount reached 512,000 tons; recycled amount totaled 123,000 tons; reused
amount totaled 154,000 tons.

Flow of clothing materials in fiscal 2020
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® The size of the Japanese apparel market has shrunk to be worth about 10 trillion yen, down from about 15 trillion yen
during the economic bubble period in the country, but the supply volume has nearly doubled to about 4.0 billion pieces, up

from 2.0 billion pieces over the same period.

® The average unit purchase price and unit import price of clothing items have both fallen to about 60% of the levels in 1991.
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Source: “Amount of supply” = Current production statistics compiled by the Ministry of Economy, Trade and
Industry and trade statistics compiled by the Ministry of Finance
“Market size” = “Textile White Book” by Yano Research Institute *Including kimono and traditional
Japanese accessories
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Source: “Unit purchase price index” and “Unit import price index” calculated using data from the family income and
expenditure survey compiled by the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications and trade statistics
compiled by the Ministry of Finance, respectively
*Levels in the base year of 1991 set to 100.

Source: “Issues of the Textile Industry and MET!'s Initiatives,” January 17, 2020, Lifestyle Industries Division, Manufacturing Industries Bureau, Minisfry of

Economy, Trade and Industry



® The market size of clothing and related items in Japan led a downtrend in the 1990s and has
remained largely flat since the 2000s. The market was heavily impacted by the new coronavirus
pandemic in 2020.

® The number clothing items in supply in Japan, which totaled 2 billion in 1990, has since grown more
than 50% by 2020.
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Source: Monthly Report on the Current Survey of Commerce Importers Association
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of Economy, Trade and Industry’s Industrial Structure Council
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Promotion of Sustainable Fashion Under a Joint Effort

by Three Government Ministries/Agencies
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"Sustainable fashion" refers to the efforts to achieve sustainability into the future, made in the process
encompassing the production and use of clothing to their disposal, taking into consideration the Earth's
environment, including its ecosystem, and the people and communities involved.

For example, sustainable fashion seeks to:
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Source: Consumer awareness survey conducted in July 2021 by the Consumer Affairs Agency

On the current situation of the fashion industry:
® "l am well aware of the existing issues and efforts underway.": 44 00/0

® "l am making specific efforts.": 1 21 0/0

Q: Wide-ranging social issues have been raised about clothing, including mass production/supply and disposal. On
the other hand, there are increasing efforts to promote sustainable fashion, from the aspects of production and
use to disposal of clothing. Choose the option that best describes your awareness of the current situation of the
fashion industry.

0% 10% 20% S0 % 40% 50 % B0 % TO% B0 % 0% 100%

Overall
(N=1,441 people) | %! 44.6 11.5

| am well aware of the issues and what efforts are being made, and am making specific efforts myself.
m | am well aware of the issues and what efforts are being made, but have not gone so far as to make specific efforts myself.

| have heard of such issues and efforts but do not know their specific details.

| did not know about such issues or efforts.

Most people do not take action themselves even if they are
aware of the current situation of the fashion industry.



Source: Consumer awareness survey conducted in July 2021 by the Consumer Affairs Agency

On clothes no longer needed:
® | send them to recycling services.: 5290/0

@ | put them out in the garbage to be incinerated.. 421 0/o

Q: Choose three options that describe the methods you have actually used to dispose of clothes you no longer need,
and list them in descending order of frequency.

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Send them to recycling services 52.9
Put them out in the garbage to be incinerated 42.1
Sell them to secondhand stores 37.3
Reuse them in face masks, rags, etc. 31.6

Give them to friends or other people close to me 26.2

Sell them at flea markets (including through flea market apps) -] 25.1

Donate them to groups that pass them on to people in need, g

Repurpose them to other types of clothing, such as
children’s clothes

Il (N=1,441 le / M.T.=230.09
Other 116 Overall (N=1,441 people / 30.0%)

Many of the clothes that are no longer needed are
discarded to be incinerated, instead of being recycled.
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